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The History of Land Surveying In
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17751840,

the Golden Age
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Why 17751840

A No good starting date (more like early
1770s)

I Political
A War
A County formation
A Court system, and legal theory
I Social
A Population density
A Transportation & Communication technologies
A Attitudes toward education
I Economic
A Agriculture and Commerce
A Booms and bust
I Professional
A Changes in technology, practices



Counties

A 17691771: Province was split into 3
counties (Rockingham, Hillsborough,
Cheshire)

A 1773: Rock was further split in two
more (Strafford & Grafton)

1803: Coos from Grafton

A

A 1823: Merrimack from Rock &
Hillsborough
A
A

1827: Sullivan from Cheshire
1840: Belknap & Carroll from Straffor

A Effected courts, deeds

Massachusetts



Courts & Real Estate

Structure of Courts

A General Court (Legislature)

A Superior Court of Judicature
[Supreme Court, 181B316]

A Inferior Court of Common Pleas

Original jurisdiction in all real est. causes (except Probate) and larger civil causes

A Court of Quarter Sessions
A Justice of the Peace

A Who controls the Law?

Common Sense vs. Common Law
15t New Hampshire Report (1819)
{YAOUKQA /816Q@8&Y My nH

A John Phillip ReicControlling the LawW2004) &Legislating the Cour{2009)




Political, Social & Economic Outlin

A Revolution
i Paul Revere
I First Continental Congress
I John Wentworth & Plan of Government
i Lexington & Concord (and Paul Revere does it again)
i Second Continental Congress
I Declaration of Independence
I Economic Depression (trade, currency, wild inflation)
A Confederation
i Articles
i Treaty of Ghent
i State Constitution of 1783/4
A Federation
I 1789 NH ratifies
State Constitution refined 1792
Expansion of Trade
War of 1812 interrupts trade
1810s and 1820s: growth of trade, growth of dairy farming (Boston & Portsmouth markets)
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I 1820s30s: shift to sheep farming (rise of woolen mills at water power sites)



What was NH like during this period?

A List of statutes passed in June of 1796 is a
good example of issues of the time

I Regulate Township Proprietors

I New Town incorporated

I Taxes

I Roads, Bridges

I Town Line changes

I Authorize a woman to sell land as Executrix
I Create Corporations

i Election methods

I Grants of land



Nathaniel Adams, Ebenezer Sullivan,
Edward Dowse& Land Ordinance of 1785

A Land Ordinance of
1785 by Continental
Congress

A Each State to send
one surveyor to POB

A NH chose Nathaniel
Adams (declined)

A NH chose Ebenezer
Sullivan (declined)

A NH hired Edward
Dowse
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Capt Jeremiah Eames
& Maine and Canadian Boundaries

1735: b., Boxford, MASS.

1771: grantee in Northumberland,;
settled there soon afterward

1774 grantee in Stark, NH

1776: Capt in NH militia; enlisted 50
men; reported to Col. John Hurd in
Haverhill, NH; Rebuilt Fort
Wentworth

1777 instructed to keep scouts at
upper Coos

1780: elected Selectman at First town
meeting in Northumberland

17801782: represented Lancaster,
Strafford and Northumberland in NH
General Court

A 1781: appointed Justice of the Peace

in Grafton County

1782: NH General Court instructed
Eames to raise 12 men to defend
northern boundary

1789: Surveyed north boundary line
of New Hampshire [this boundary
remained in contention until
WebsterAshburton Treaty of 1842]
1793: Surveyed road from Stratford
to Shelburne (?)

1796: Plan of Philip's Grant
(Pittsburg)

1805: Plan of Franconia

1817 Apr 22: d., Northumberland
9



Jeremiah Eames

Sept)
g hOUQNJ U G2 on 5Fé& wdzyAy
1789 ) State of New Hampshire
Three of those Day finding my Self
at ------- pr 8/6 ---------- 14.9.¢
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Indian Stream

Republic of

1789: Jeremiah Eames survey Indian Stream
e

1792: SG Samuel Holland surveys Canada
Boundaryg 45° N

1792: Canada surveyed Drayton Township

1820: NH Atty Gen Geo. Sullivan prosecutes
settlers

1824: est. 285 people in 58 families reside ther
(1835: 414 people in 69 families)

1831: Canada tried to induct some inhabitants

into Brit Military A 1835 Oct: crosborder mobs rescuing various people
1832 July 9: RIS adopted its own constitution from Canadian or US legal systems

1835: NH Sheriff tries to arrest 2 men for debt,A 1835 Nov: 2# Regiment enforces NH law, arresting
but beaten; 1 man imprisoned in Lancaster several men

1835 April 18: RIS passed laws against US Shgriff1835 Dec 23: RIS petition to Lower Canada

serving papers in RIS A 1836 Aug. 5: RIS advises Canada that they recognize
1835 June: NH Militia raises detachment of'24 jurisdiction

Regiment A 1842 Aug 9: Webstehshburton Treaty signed in
1835 Oct: Canadian judge attempts to enforce Washington, DC 11

Canadian law in RIS
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James W. Weeks
& Public Lands

b. July 15, 1811 in Lancaster

Common school education; then taught A

school winters and worked on farm
summers

A
A

1834-1840: Agent for E&T Fairbanks Co.A
of St. Johnsbury, VT (scales); then went

to Michigan and are (1840842)

1842: returned to Lancaster and took
up building carriages; also land
surveying

18441846: Coos County Road
Commissioner

Nov. 19, 1844: survey of Pittsburg

1845: part of the survey of the
international boundary

1848: was an incorporator of the White
Mountain Railroad

|
|
|
L

18481853: NH Railroad Commissioner
1854-1856: Judge of Probate

1870: Coos County Commissioner

d. Sept (5 or 18), 1899 12




EliphaletHunt

& Massachusetts and Maine Boundaries

b

1791 Oct 28: Born in
Sandown

Raised in the home of Mr.
& Mrs. Richard Long

Married Susan Webster (9
ch)

Graduated from Harvard

1825: Surveyed

Massachusetts State
Line for NH

1827-1828: Surveyed
Maine State Line for
NH

1876 Nov 20: Died in
Sandown

13
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Joseph Blanchard Jr.
& Masonian Curve Line

1729: born at Dunstable

1748: grantee in Goffstown grant
1750: surveyed Dublin

1751-2: surveyed Masonian Curve
Line

1752: set off Marlborough

1760: Surveyed the northern part of
Connecticut River from Charlestown

to Haverhill, to mark township
corners on both banks

1761-63: grantee in several Vermont
grants

1762-1765: served in Provincial
Assembly
- CONTC¢ 15



Joseph Blanchard Jr.

& Masonian Straight Line

A 1787: surveyed western
Masonian Boundary (the 'Strait
Line') w/ Charles Clapham

A 1800: deposition about
Masonian Curved Line

A 1804 (Apr 7): deposition
regarding recovery of the
Masonian Curve Line

(date?) set off Nelson

(date?) survey of land between
Merrimack, Londonderry,
Litchfield, and Chester [now a
part of Manchester]

T> T

16



John Sheppard Jr.
& Masonian Proprietors

A 1730 born in Concord, MA

A . mv. To Bedford with
family at early age

A 1757: deed from fatherto | 71D RN =i
Junior, land in Amherst T / Mg {

A Selectmaniiyrs)& town clerk
A Surveyor for Lyndeborough

Proprietors / Ving
A Justice of the County Court, & ” Al \

JP ;: p) 5
A 1802 Dec 4: died at Milford, 4 /7,

aged seventy (727?) 17 0 AN



HenryGerrish
& Masonian Proprietors
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1742 May 3, son of Capt Stephen & Joanna
HaleGerrish A
1774: survey of Whitefield with Capt. Jeremialg
Clough (disputed) A

Rev. War: Muster Master

Nov 1, 1781: surveyed 23 lots for George
Jaffrey between Washington, Fisherfield &
Curve Line, and Bradford

1787 SepiNov: one of two chainmen
assisting Joseph Blanchard in the running of
the Masonian Patent Straight Line for the
State of NH

1796 Dec 24: survey of T/L between
Tamworth and Eaton

1797 Jun 27, Henry Gerrish and Asa Herrick
surveyed the ConcorBoscawen town line.

1802 Sept.: surveyed the town line between
Boscawen and Salisbury; Capt. Daniel
Whitman and Leut. Philip Flanders were
sworn chainmen

1806+: Plan of part ... Newbury
n.d.: plan of a portion ... Warner

1806: died in Boscawen, leaving 'my
surveying instruments' in his will to his sons,
Joseph and Thomas. 18



James Hersey
& vacant land
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1744 (or 1746): born
1774 Sept 1: plan of Ossipee

1775: Plan of Vacant Land Within
Masonian Patent

1780: Plan of three divisions in
Eaton

1781: Plan of ... Ossipee
1781: Eaton

1782: Ossippe Gore
1788: Ossippee Gore

1791: Plan of Lot No. 8 in Second
Range in New Durham Gore

1791. Plan of lot number 14 in
third range in New Durham Gore
1792: Plan of Lot No. 15, fourth
Range, New Durham Gore

1817: died 19



Joshualolford
& town lines

1739 Feb 7: born, in Chester.
His parents were Major John and that stream in operation in 1773.
Jean (McMurphy) Tolford. A About 1780, moved to Alexandria

1765: surveyor and one of the party A 1826 March 4: died in Alexandria.
who made the resurvey of New
Chester. In 1824, he signed a
deposition regarding the resurveying
of the town line. '

1767 May 20: surveyed the town of | #=%.,
£ SEFYRNRAL oaat AR &
river from original survey) 5]
1769: resurveyed town of Lancaster

1769 settled at Profile Falls [in

Bristol], and had the first sawmill on
20




JeremiaBachelder
& NorthamptonRye town line (1793)

_ 1765, Sarah Page; she d. Dec. 24, 1824. He d.
176.COL. JEREMIAH BACHELD&RmiIah, Feb. 1, 1818; res., Kensington, N. H.

Stephen, Nathaniel, Nathaniel, Stephen), b.
Kensington, N. H., Sept. 19, 1740; m. Aug. 22,[ Son] 448JEREMIAH BACHELDER

-, b. Kensington, N. H., 1772; m., Brentwood, N.
H., Betsey Robinson, b. 1773; d. Oct. 4, 1855.
He d. March 21, 1850; res. Allenstown and
P Deerfield, N. H. Plan of Lands 322

%

1id
Iy

R | E—

puod y3ug)iy,
o /

NS5 T

Dy

4o e
Ry
o
(3
- A
A Yy, [0 C
.v H (A
D ey, X “Cy
2= N g o
\ F4) ~ €3 V.
g 2




BenjaminAkerman
& 1821 Town Line

A b.Feb 2, 1775, son of
Joseph & Elizabeth

Akerman -

A m. Nov. 10, 1804 to

Lucinda Holman (8
children)

A Surveyor, shoemaker,

deacon, church scribe In
Portsmouth

A 1821 Portsmouth
Newington T/L

A d. Feb. 20, 186@&ge 92) 22




James Grant
& Holland Map

James Grant was an assistant to
the royal Surveyoefeneral,
Samuel Holland, when

mapping New Hampshire
between 1773 and 1774. He
was a British military officer, as
were all of Holland's assistants.

Connecticut River from the
Provincial Line at Hinsdale to
its source, and the

Merrimack River from
Litchfield to Lake
Winnipissiokee (or Richmond
Lake)

In 1774, Grant produced a plan
of Portsmouth Harbor.

He sought 2000 acres in
appreciation from Governor
Wentworth. 23



